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by the necessities of a common religion or of politics) undertake his defence, can novor resist! tho temptation to a gross unreasonableness. They will present his suHcrings to you continually: they will take for granted with a smile or with a violent ellipsis of indignation, that no proofs of his guilt oxist. They postulate innocence, refuse to plead, ami harp day after day upon his punishmont. So it was with Louis, but a man would be over-bitter who in those days of ours, now that the quarrel against monarchy has been HO thoroughly settled, should grudge him the unreasoning consolation of loyalty that ho received.
To deny that he had been guilty of treason is simply to deny the right of a nation to safeguard its own defence, and to deny that the executive is the servant of the national, interest. .But there was in the ceremonial of the old monarchy which has now departed from Europe something which could easily disturb an intellect so iniirm; nor will any one who values justice deny that tho man who brought such incalouli.blo misfortunes upon his country had acted on his lights of honour, had avoided a broach between his own soul and tho judgment of God. Tho caricaturists did well when they represented him in every ignominious detail, yet passing into Paradise.
The day came for his death, and again under cloudB that had covered tho nicy throughout that month, pursued by the damp, unwholesome- chill that for a month had been tho at.mosphoru of his tragedy, ho went out of life under all the circumstances which can most throw man back upon himself: there is something naked and therefore sublime in his departure.
Against this sot what had happened to tho man who as a boy eighteen years before had read that speech to his young King in the premier college of tho university. Illusion surrounded Eobospicrre throughout that trial; ahioldod in an unroai w<jrld, the tirnt plungu into roalil ia  a  shock  liko tho transition uf ciuath,     Goutlomtth November 1792.oua, replied to Kuland in a very
